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50 cents

District considers layoffs for 25 teachers

BY SAraH L. SMiTH
COASTAL OBSERVER

Falling revenue and falling enrollment
may lead the Georgetown County School
District to layoff 50 of its 1,600 employees,
including 25 teachers, according to Superin-
tendent Randy Dozier.

“I consider it a travesty to eliminate
teachers,” Dozier said, especially when
eliminating teachers could mean increas-
ing class sizes, but he said the district has
looked at everything else.

After about $2.5 million in state cuts to
the operating budget in 2008 and again in
2009, the school district expects operating
revenue to drop from $75 million this year
to $71 million in the fiscal year that starts
July 1.

With district officials still looking for ways
to make up $1.5 million lost this school year,
Dozier said it will probably draw from its
$10.5 million reserve to make up the loss.

To balance the 2009-10 budget, the dis-
trict is looking at ways to reallocate teach-
ers, cut contract days, furlough employees

and find grant money.

Dozier said he and Celeste Pringle, as-
sociate superintendant for curriculum, will
try to meet face-to-face with employees the
district may have to layoff. His goal is to
meet them before May 5, the day when con-
tracts go out.

When teachers heard about possible lay-
offs, they sent Dozier e-mails offering sug-
gestions about other places the district
could cut its budget. He’s also been in touch
with members of the district Teacher’s Fo-
rum, who suggested cutting paid workdays

to help save jobs.

“You have to feel good about people after
hearing that,” he said.

State budget cuts are partially to blame
for the potential layoffs, Dozier said.

However, enrollment numbers used to de-
termine how many teachers a school needs
are also down.

“We lost about 30 positions because of de-
clining enrollment, and because we lost spe-
cific funding, we’re probably going to loose
more,” Dozier said.

SEE “ScHooLs,” PAGE 4

Beach BMX

Tanya Ackerman/Coastal Observer

Henry Taylor, 14, and his friends built a sand ramp to do bike tricks near Second Street on Pawleys Island last week. More
kids of all ages will be hitting the beaches next week as Georgetown County schools take their annual spring break.

Inventions

Not her
father’s
grocery
bags

COASTAL OBSERVER

Nearly 50 years ago, Gordon
Dancy designed the plastic bags
shoppers the world over see in
most stores these days.

Now his daughter, Kristen

Brown of Murrells Inlet, has de-
signed something she hopes will
take their place.

Tanya Ackerman and Charles Swenson/Coastal Observer

James Gibson helps Kristen Brown load the reusable gro-

In about two weeks, Brown, an cery bags she created at Piggly Wiggly.

environmental consultant, will in-

troduce My Eco System, a line of
reusable grocery bag sets.

A limited number of the bags
will be available at Piggly Wiggly
in Litchfield for market testing.

After listening to feedback, and
making any modifications, the
bags will be made available online
and in stores.

A price hasn’t been set.

Brown said she thinks her fa-
ther would be proud. Before his
death, he realized the environ-
mental problem plastic bags had
created and started a program to

can be wiped clean.

The largest bag is designed to
hold all other groceries, including
oversized boxes, Brown said.

Once unfolded, the bags are de-
signed to fit easily inside a shop-
ping cart. The shopper arrang-
es the bags in the cart after the
items are loaded onto the register
and the bagger loads the groceries
straight into the cart.

“It actually cuts down on the
time it takes to get it all bagged
and makes it easier on the bag-
ger,” Brown said. “You don’t have

Sandy Island

Improved
access
will raise
new issues

By JAckiE R. BroacH
COASTAL OBSERVER

State and local officials trying
to determine the best way to im-
prove transportation to Sandy Is-
land are focused on the needs of is-
land residents.

But any improvements would
make travel to the island easier
for others as well.

Located between the Wacca-
maw and Pee Dee rivers, the is-
land is accessible only by boat.
The island’s isolation has made it
a point of interest for tourists, as
well as mainland residents, but
lack of access has kept it off lim-
its to many.

A ferry would change that.

“If we're going to expand ser-
vice and if a member of the pub-
lic, whose tax dollars are being
used to pay for that service, wants
to get on the ferry, they can do it,”
said Myers Rollins Jr., general
manager of Coast Regional Tran-
sit Authority, one of the groups
studying possibilities for public
transportation to the island.

That’s not a deterrent for island

SEE “AccEss,” PAGE 3

Survey of island residents
will help panel develop plan

By JackiE R. BroacH
COASTAL OBSERVER

The last thing Georgetown
County officials want is to invest
money in a ferry system for Sandy
Island residents and then have no
one use it.

“That’s the worst case scenar-
i0,” said Myers Rollins Jr., general
manager of Coast Regional Tran-
sit Authority.

A survey Rollins and his staff
designed for island residents will
help ensure that doesn’t happen,
he told other members of the San-
dy Island Task Force during the
group’s first meeting this week.

Comprised of state and local
officials, transportation experts
and representatives from the San-
dy Island community, the group
was created by Georgetown Coun-
ty Council to determine the best
mode of public transportation for
getting residents between the is-
land and mainland.

The survey is the first step in
that process and is expected to be
in the hands of island residents by
Monday, said County Administra-

tor Sel Hemingway.

The four-page document will be
distributed to full-time and part-
time residents, as well as property
owners and former residents who
have voiced plans to move back to
the island in the future.

It asks for information about
when and how often they travel
to the mainland, why they travel,
how much they would be willing
to pay for ferry service and what
kind of items would be transport-
ed with them.

In a meeting last month, island
residents unanimously agreed
they want a car ferry. That’s one
of three options the task force was
formed to investigate. It will also
look at the costs and benefits of
a passenger ferry and using the
state-owned school boat as a pas-
senger ferry.

The survey will help the task
force determine the actual needs
of island residents and decide if a
car ferry is the best option, Rollins
said. It would also help determine
how many cars a ferry would need
to transport.

SEE “FERRY,” PAGE 3
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reclaim and recycle them.

Brown opted for another solu-
tion.

“Less than 1 percent of plastic
bags are recycled,” she said. “For
me, it just seemed a better solution
was to find something that actual-
ly worked for people to reuse and
help reduce the number of plastic
bags out there.”

My Eco System consists of four
reusable bags designed to nest
into each other and fold up into a
small carrying clutch for easy stor-

The bags fold up into one bag,
which is the size of a tote.

age and transport. The clutch folds
out to serve as a bag.

Each bag is a different size and
designed for a different use.

The smallest bag has compart-
ments to hold glass bottles and
jars. Another bag has an insulated
liner and zippered top for packing
chilled and frozen foods.

A bag for fruits and vegetables
has an anti-bacterial lining that

stuff sliding and rolling all over
the place.”

Each bag holds up to about
40 pounds. Together, the set can
take the place of 15 to 30 dispos-
able bags each trip, according to
Brown.

What makes My Eco System
different from any other reusable
bag on the market is the thought
that went into functionality.

In high school and college, it
was Brown’s job to go around to

SEE “GROCERY,” PAGE 5

the weekend.
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